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1. How and when did you start playing music? Did your family member play
music when you were a child? How did they influence on your music style
and career?

Eamonn:l started playing music when | was 8 years old in my local
Combhaltas branch. Nobody else in my family played but it was something
my parents wanted to encourage me to get into so that's why they sent me
along. | began studying the tin whistle initially and then moved on to

the Flute when | was 14 years old. | began playing bodhr!)n at the age

of 16 and then when | finished secondary school, | chose to continue my
musical education by studying on the BA Irish Music & Dance degree in
the University of Limerick.

2. Who was your most influential musician when you started playing music and why?

Eamonn:l didn't listen to too much Irish music until | reached the age

of 16. | was really inspired by bands such as Flook and Lunasa and the
music from Riverdance also as it sounded fresh and exciting and full of
energy. | am also an Irish dancer so this type of music really

appealed to me.

3. You have another flutist (Teresa Horgan, and now Marianne Knight) in
Full Set, do you also play flute in the band?

Eamonn:On certain pieces | may play a flute part but | play the bodhr!)n
the majority of the time in FullSet. | toured with the singer Aoife

Scott for 2 years and primarily played Flute in her band.

4. Who arranges music in your band?

Eamonn:We all work together to come up with the arrangements for new
pieces. We generally try a few variations of different pieces and go

with the majority vote when making final decisions.

5. Who made your flute? What is your flute like? (design, material,
presence of key)

Eamonn:My flute is in the Key of D and was made by Hammy Hamilton and it



is about 10 years old now. It is very loud and powerful instrument with
a really strong tone which | like a lot.

6. Do you have any preference in playing style of flute and bodhran?

Eamonn:l really like flute players who have strong rhythm and excellent
tone e.g. Conal !) Grl)da.

7. What is your plan in the future as a soloist / band?

Eamonn:Due to everyone in the band now having different commitments both
professionally and personally we are no longer able to tour full time

but we would like to eventually record a 4th album and complete a few

short tours to promote it.

8. What do you in order to keep up with your skills? (any particular
exercises or routine?)

Eamonn:l try to play in sessions every couple of weeks to pick up new
tunes and | will always make an effort to incorporate new material into
any solo gigs that | perform in Dublin.

9. Any tips or advice for flute learners especially for beginners?

Eamonn:l think with playing the flute, the first year can be challenging
as you are trying to master the tone etc. but | think if you put the
work in and are patient it will pay off.

10. Would you give us any comment for Japanese audience?

Eamonn:l have never been to Japan but it is one of the countries that
| would like to visit above all others. | am so interested in Japanese
culture and | love the people so hopefully | will make it over there one
day for a visit.

11. Among other young Irish bands that play jigs and reels, what makes
your band unique?

Eamonn:l feel like although our music is very traditional it also has a
modern edge, which | think makes us stand out from other bands.
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